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Happy New Year – we hope you were able to have
some rest and relaxation over the festive season. 
We welcome back our students to what promises to be
a busy and exciting spring term.  This term holds
particular significance for our students, who are
preparing for exams in in the Summer. We encourage
you to continue supporting your child in taking
advantage of every opportunity to revise, prepare, and
equip themselves for the challenges ahead.

To ensure a smooth start to the term, please make 
sure your child is well-prepared with the necessary
supplies. All students should have the following
items: a pen, pencil, eraser, ruler, a scientific
calculator and PE kit. If you encounter any challenges
in acquiring these supplies or have any questions,
please feel free to contact the school admin office via
email at heron@northstarttrust.org.uk. We understand
that these times can be tough for families, and we are
here to provide support whenever possible.

Let's work together to ensure our students are
prepared and ready for a successful term ahead. Your
collaboration and engagement are essential in creating
a positive and productive learning environment. Thank
you for your continued partnership with Heron Hall.
Here's to a prosperous and fulfilling spring term for all!

WELCOME BACK 
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Keep up tp date with current events
at HHA

Upcoming Events 

Thursday 25th January: Year 12 Parents Evening
Friday 26th January: PTA - POSTPONED
Thursday 1st February: Year 9 Options Evening
Friday 2nd February: PTA 
5th to 23rd February: Year 11 Mock 2 Exams
12th to 16th February: Half Term
Thursday 29th February: Year 10 Parents Evening
Friday 8th March: PTA
Thursday 14th March: Year 8 Parents Evening
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We're thrilled to share the exciting news that last December, our Year 10 students
enthusiastically embraced the return of Jack Petchey's Speak Out Challenge. Funded by the
Jack Petchey Foundation. This invigorating competition is designed to empower pupils,
providing them with a unique platform to refine their speech writing and performance
abilities. 
Under the guidance of our dedicated teacher, Mr. Ashcroft,  they were encouraged to select
a topic close to their hearts, to ‘Speak Out’ about in the hopes of winning some wonderful
prizes whilst going up against the very best public speakers the boroughs of London have to
offer. 
The speak out challenge involves a full day of workshops to help students develop their
ideas and apply their skills, followed by a series of one-to-one sessions during which the
chosen representative of the school will rehearse and practise their speech in preparation
for the battle in the Grand Final. 
Stay tuned for updates on the outcome of this exciting challenge, and let's continue to
celebrate the remarkable journey of our Year 10 students in the world of public speaking.

JACK PETCHEY 
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OUR STRIVE VALUE FOR THIS HALF TERM IS
RESILIENCE

This week at HHA we have been really fortunate to have the Place of Dreams delivery
assemblies to our students.  Karen Allen led this with her inspiration life story which she
described as a 'love' story which featured her younger brother Joe was a huge
character.  

When faced with adversity her life, the unexpected death of her younger brother Joe,
Karen showed true resilience in her life.  Karen fulfilled Joe’s dream of opening a boxing
club in Enfield for local young people within the community by becoming the CEO of
the JOE MORRIS Boxing Club in Ponders End. 

Live your best life. 
 

Open your heart. 
 

Value other people. 
 

Expect the best. 



Fortnightly

The incredibly successful First Story programme,
now in it’s fifth year, is back once again to help
our aspiring creative writers fulfil their potential. 
Under the guidance of Mr Ashcroft and published
poet and author Talia Randall, students have
been given the opportunity to create poetry and
short stories of exceptional quality over a series of
16 workshops, culminating in their best work being
professionally published; a copy of their literary
creations will be stored in the British Library. The
programme also gives the students the
opportunity to engage with a series of creative
writing competitions that take place across the
year, as well as a day of workshops and activities
at Cambridge University, where students have the
chance to meet with lecturers, other students
from across the country and published authors in
order to refine their craft and begin planning for
the bright future they deserve.
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LITERARY EXCELLENCE WITH FIRST STORY
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Our Year 12 students had a remarkable opportunity to visit the Bain Capital head office
on Thursday, January 11th, 2024. This visit provided them with a unique insight into the
dynamic world of business and finance..

Bain Capital, a global equity finance company renowned for its dealings with large
corporations and even countries, provided our students with a firsthand look into the
intricacies of investing assets and risk management. The experience was nothing short
of immersive, offering our students a glimpse into the real-world challenges and
strategies employed by a leading player in the global financial landscape.

Mr. Angeletos, Head of Year 12, expressed his pride in our students' exemplary
behaviour and their active engagement during the seminar. He noted that our 
students not only absorbed valuable information but also asked pertinent questions
that showcased their keen interest in the subject matter. The seminar focused on
equipping them with essential skills for success in both university and future
employment.

During the session, our students had the opportunity to learn and practice the art of
planning and delivering presentations in a professional business setting. Mr. Angeletos
emphasised the significance of these transferable skills, highlighting their role in
preparing our students for the challenges they may encounter in higher education and
the professional world.
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BAIN CAPITAL… A TRANSFORMATIVE
EXPERIENCE 



Fortnightly

EMPOWERING YEAR 9 STUDENTS IN STEM: 
A 10-WEEK JOURNEY
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Twelve Year 9 students have been on an incredible journey over the last 10 weeks, as they
delved into the fascinating world of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics). This immersive experience not only broadened their understanding of STEM
but also illuminated the diverse career pathways available in these dynamic fields. 
Throughout this period, our students actively engaged in a range of activities that allowed
them to explore and apply STEM concepts. 

One of the highlights was the design and  creation 
of their own video games, a hands-on endeavour
 that not only honed  their technical skills but also 
fostered  creativity and innovation. In addition to 
practical projects, our students had the privilege 
of participating in interactive career talks featuring 
professionals from various STEM industries
 These sessions provided valuable insights into the diverse array of careers available and
allowed our students to envision themselves as future contributors to these fields. One
particularly enjoyable aspect of the program was the incorporation of virtual reality 
(VR) sessions. These immersive  experiences 
transported our students to virtual environments, 
enhancing their understanding of complexed STEM 
concepts in an engaging and memorable way. The 
positive feedback from our students highlighted the 
 enjoyment they derived from these virtual
 experiences.

As we celebrate the conclusion of this 10-week 
journey, Madam Barnwell has extended her thanks and appreciation to all the teachers,
external professionals, and supporters who made this program possible as the exposure to
hands-on projects, insightful career talks, and virtual reality sessions has undoubtedly left a
lasting impact on our Year 9 students, shaping their perspectives and fuelling their
enthusiasm for STEM subjects.
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The Year 11 Mock Examinations are set to commence on Monday, 5th February. The
timetable for these examinations, covering all subjects, is detailed below. • 

YEAR 11 MOCK EXAMINATIONS 
 THE JOURNEY BEGINS

19.01.2024Edition 4

To ensure a well-rounded preparation, all students have been provided with comprehensive
revision resources from their dedicated teachers. It is essential that they actively plan their
time to guarantee effective revision across all subjects. As a reminder, February half term
aligns with the mock period, presenting a valuable opportunity for focused preparation.
Additionally, the school will conduct intervention sessions over the break to further support
their academic journey.



Fortnighly 

Please support and guide your child in preparing for these upcoming examinations
whilst managing their well-being effectively. Here are some recommendations:

1. Revision Timetable: Encourage  your child to create a 
revision timetable,  and share it with the family.

2. Limited Screen Time: Reduced screen time to enhance 
focus and concentration.

3. Regular Sleep Routine: Ensure a consistent and healthy 
sleep routine for optimal cognitive function.

4. Physical Exercise: Promote regular physical exercise to 
alleviate stress and enhance overall well-being.

Maintaining excellent attendance and punctuality during the mock period is crucial
for success. We look forward to seeing your child's progress as they approach the final
external examinations in the Summer.

If you have any questions or concerns, our dedicated Year 11 team is here to assist.
Feel free to contact your child’s form tutor or any member of the Year 11 team.
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Year 11 Mock Examinations -
 The Journey Begins  cont.
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SUPPORTING STUDENTS AT HOME
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 

What can you do at home?

Martin Luther King Jr. is famous across much of
the world and is one of the most written about
persons in history. To find out more about him

visit the Britannica website.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Marti
nLutherKingJr   (click the link to access)

Also, watch the youtube video linked below
from last year in which Martin Luther King III,

Dr. King’s eldest son and a global human
rights advocate, joins John Yang to discuss

his father’s legacy.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XEfSolHCJR8(click the link to access)

When discussing Martin Luther King's legacy, ask your
child questions about their civil rights. 

Do they know what basic human rights they are
entitled to and what to do in the case of a breach of

human rights? 
To aide you with this discussion you can visit the Citizens

Advice website where you will find further links to 
What are human rights?’ 
‘How are human rights protected?’ 
‘What are young people’s rights?’ and many more.

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/law-and-courts/civil-
rights/ (click on the link to access)

Like Martin Luther King Jr. there were many other
champions of human rights including Mahatma

Gandhi, Nelson Mandela, Desmond Tutu and so on.
Why not read about their different approaches to
defending human rights by checking out the link

below?
https://www.youthforhumanrights.org/voices-for-human-

rights.html (click on the link to access)

https://www.britannica.com/biography/MartinLutherKingJr
https://www.britannica.com/biography/MartinLutherKingJr
https://www.britannica.com/biography/MartinLutherKingJr
https://www.britannica.com/biography/MartinLutherKingJr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEfSolHCJR8(
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEfSolHCJR8(
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/law-and-courts/civil-rights
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/law-and-courts/civil-rights
https://www.youthforhumanrights.org/voices-for-human-rights.html
https://www.youthforhumanrights.org/voices-for-human-rights.html
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YOUNG PEOPLE FUTURE PROSPECTS 
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NEW YEAR....NEW START
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