
We hope you’ve had a restful break and are ready for what
promises to be a remarkable and busy half term ahead. This
term is brimming with activities, assessments, and
celebrations that will engage and inspire our school
community.

We kick off with the Year 11 first mock exams—a crucial step in
preparing for their GCSEs. As the term progresses, students
across all year groups will have opportunities to shine
academically, creatively, and personally. The term will
culminate in our much-anticipated Award Assemblies and
School Trips, where we’ll celebrate achievements, hard work,
and resilience.

Our students will once again participate in UK Parliament
Week, engaging with important local issues and learning
about democracy in action. One key focus will be supporting
petitions in our borough, including the campaign to prevent
the closure of eight libraries in Enfield. This provides students
with a valuable opportunity to make their voices heard on
matters that impact our community.

As the evenings gets darker, it is important to remind your
child about heading straight home after school. Avoiding
unnecessary delays will help ensure their safety during these
shorter daylight hours.

Finally, as the festive season approaches, we’re excited to
announce the upcoming PTA Christmas Yule-tide Coffee
Morning, along with a host of other holiday activities that will
bring plenty of cheer to the school community. 

Stay tuned for more details and let’s make this half term one
to remember.
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WELCOME BACK TO AN EXCITING HALF TERM



Upcoming Events 

Thursday, 5th November
       - Year 11 Parents’ Evening

PTA Yule-tide Cooffee Morning
       - Tuesday, 10th December

Thursday, 12th  December
    - Year 13 Parents’ Evening
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Keep up-to-date with
upcoming events at HHA

 5th November - 20th November: Year 11 Mock
Exams
Monday, 18th - 21st November: Years 13 Mock
exams commence
Friday, 22nd November: INSET Day
Thursday 5th December: Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Tuesday, 10th December: PTA Yule-Tide \Coffee
Morning
Thursday, 12th December: Year 13 Parents’
Evening
Friday, 2oth December: INSET Day
Christmas holiday - 22nd December - 6th January
1st school day of Spring Term - Tuesday 7th
Janaury.
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Together we can succeed



We are actively working towards achieving a prestigious school
improvement award, and your feedback is a vital part of this journey.

Last October, many of you kindly completed a survey about our
wellbeing provision. Now, we would like to hear from you again to
evaluate the progress we’ve made over the past year. Your insights will
help us celebrate what’s working well and identify areas where we can
grow further.   

The survey is quick and easy to complete, taking just a couple of
minutes. Please use the link below to share your thoughts and submit
your responses by the end of this week.

If you have any questions about the survey, please contact the school
office directly. Please note that replies to this email are not monitored.
Thank you for your continued support in helping us create the best
possible environment for our school community.

Click here
Or copy and paste the following.
https://app.awardplace.co.uk/stakeholder-evaluations/user-
survey/671be1bdc956f

Fortnighly 

Help Us Achieve the Wellbeing 
Award for Schools
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On Thursday, 7 November, Heron Hall Sixth Form hosted the first in a series of events
designed to showcase our Sixth Form and provide key information about entry for
2025.
The evening began with a warm welcome in the Main
 Hall, where Head of Sixth Form, Mr. Pieri, delivered 
an engaging presentation. His talk was brought to life
 by two  remarkable students’ testimonials from  Year
 12 and Year 13, who shared their experiences and 
achievements at Heron  Hall Sixth Form.

Following the presentation, visitors explored the vibrant Subject Market Place, where
each department had set up creative and informative displays. Visitors had ample
opportunities to engage with staff and explore a variety of interactive activities and
displays. Highlights included casting a vote in a mock election at the Politics stand,
winning prizes while showcasing creativity at the Art stand, and chatting with an
experienced British Airways air steward at the Travel & Tourism stand, offering a
fascinating glimpse into careers in the aviation industry.

The evening buzzed with excitement as parents, carers, and prospective students from
Heron Hall and beyond engaged with staff and explored the opportunities available.
Many attendees praised the event for being both informative and welcoming, reflecting
the inclusive and ambitious spirit of our 
Sixth Form.

This is just the beginning. Heron Hall 
Sixth Form will be hosting more events 
throughout the year, so keep an eye out 
for announcements. We look forward to 
welcoming even more families as we
 continue to showcase what makes our 
Sixth Form so special.

Fortnighly 

Sixth Form Open Evening: A Night of Inspiration
and Opportunity

18.11.2024Edition 18

integrity    Visionary    excellence



                                                                  Last week, Heron Academy proudly 
                                                                      marked Anti-Bullying Week 2024,
                                                                      embracing this year’s powerful 
                                                                      theme: Choose Respect.
                                                                      Developed through consultation            
                                                                      with teachers and pupils by the              
                                                                       Anti-Bullying Alliance, this theme 
inspires everyone to take positive actions to counter the harm and hurt
that bullying causes.

Throughout the week, Heron Academy held anti-bullying assemblies to
emphasise the importance of respect, kindness, and inclusion. These
assemblies highlighted the impact of bullying and encouraged students to
make choices that uplift and support one another, fostering a safe and
positive environment for all.

We encourage parents and carers to 
continue these important conversations 
at  home. Talking openly about respect, 
empathy, and standing up against 
bullying can help reinforce the values 
we share as a school community. 
Together, we can empower our young people to make a difference and
create a culture where respect thrives.

Let’s all commit to Choose Respect—every day, everywhere.
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Anti-Bullying Week 2024: Choose Respect
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This week, Heron Academy is celebrating UK Parliament 
Week (UKPW), an annual event designed to spread awareness about what
Parliament is, how it works, and how you can get involved. Whether you're
discovering new facts or revisiting what you already know, UKPW offers an
exciting opportunity to learn and take action.   

This year, Heron Academy is spotlighting a pressing local issue: the petition
to save libraries in Enfield. Eight libraries, including Bullsmoor, Enfield
Highway, Enfield Island Village, and others, are at risk of closure due to
“budget challenges” and declining usage, according to council documents. 
Our students will explore the 
role of petitions in influencing 
government decisions and how
 communities can unite to 
advocate for change. This 
discussion offers a valuable 
lesson in democracy and civic 
responsibility, encouraging 
everyone to have  their voices 
heard.
We invite our families and community to join the conversation, explore the
petitions in Enfield, and take part in this meaningful week. Together, we can
engage with the issues that shape our community. See the link below if you
want to get involved.
https://governance.enfield.gov.uk/mgEpetitionListDisplay.aspx?bcr=1  

Fortnighly 

UK Parliament Week 2024: Get Informed, 
Take Action, Make an Impact
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How Absence Affects your Child’s Attendance?
Did you know? 
Your child is expected to attend school for 190 days each year.
There are 175 non-school days each year. This means you have 175 days to
spend on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, household jobs and other
appointments.

Fortnighly 
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 Improving your Child’s Attendance
Did you know? Your child receives two attendance marks per day—one for the
morning and another for the afternoon.
If you have reported your child unwell in the morning, but they feel better later,
you can bring them back to school. Receiving an afternoon attendance mark
helps improve their attendance. If your child has an appointment during school
hours please bring them to school, whenever possible, before and after the
appointment.

 Evidence to Support Absences
You may be asked to provide evidence to support your child/ren’s absences if
attendance is a cause of concern, where we appreciate it could be difficult to
be able to get a sick note, here are some examples of evidence that can be
supplied - appointment cards or letters, copies of prescribed medicines, labels
or prescriptions. You can email copies of documentation, screenshots to the
attendance email which is heron.attendance@northstartrust.org.uk. When
evidence is provided to support absences, absences are authorised.

 The Importance of Punctuality 
Why It Matters:
·      Arriving on time sets a positive tone for the day, allowing your child to fully
engage in learning and activities.
Benefits of Being on Time:
·      Good attendance leads to more learning opportunities and increased
achievement.
·      Punctual students are better prepared and less likely to miss important
instructions.
Tips for Building a Routine:
·      Prepare clothes and bags the night before.
·      Aim to leave home with a few extra minutes to spare.

Fortnighly 18.11.2024Edition 18

integrity    Visionary    excellence

ATTENDANCE NEWSLETTER cont.
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ATTENDANCE NEWSLETTER cont.

If you need support to improve your child’s attendance or punctuality, we are happy
to meet with you to discuss any issues you feel are affecting your child’s attendance
as well as  provide support and advice. Please contact Mrs Mendez,  the Attendance
Lead via heron.attendance@northstartrust.org.uk.
 
For safeguarding purposes, please notify the school by 8.30am if your child will be
absent.
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We are excited to announce the launch of this year's Jack Petchey Achievement Award
Scheme, a flagship programme that celebrates outstanding young people aged 11-25
across London and Essex.

The Achievement Awards hold different meanings for each recipient. They are not just
about academic success but also about recognising personal triumphs—whether it's a
student overcoming a challenge, stepping outside their comfort zone, or demonstrating
exceptional teamwork. These awards celebrate the diverse achievements that make each
young person shine.

What makes the scheme unique is that nominees are selected by their peers within their
school or youth organisation. This encourages young people to actively recognise and
celebrate the hard work and contributions of those around them.

This year, we invite students from all year groups to participate by nominating someone
they believe deserves this prestigious recognition.

Fortnighly 

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award Scheme:
Recognising Excellence
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YEAR 11 - MOCK EXAM GRADES AND NEXT STEPS FOR GCSE SUCCESS
Year 11 students will receive their mock grades during Parents’ Evening on 
Thursday, 5th December. These grades are an important checkpoint on the 
journey to the GCSE exams, which commence in May 2025. Over the coming
 months, it’s vital for students to maintain steady and focused revision to build 
on their progress.

How to Help Your Child Improve Their Grades After Mock Exams
Mocks are a valuable opportunity to reflect and grow. Here are some practical tips to support
your child in making the most of their experience:
1. Reflect on What Went Wrong
Encourage your child to revisit their mock exam papers to identify missed marks and gaps in
their knowledge. While it can be tempting to ignore disappointing results, learning from
mistakes is crucial for improvement. Help them highlight areas for extra attention in their
revision notes or textbooks for easy reference later.
2. Create a Realistic Revision Timetable
Knowing what to focus on is key. Work with your child to create a manageable revision
schedule that balances study with breaks, social time, and relaxation. You can download a
ready-made template to save time and get started straight away.
3. Experiment With New Revision Methods
If previous revision strategies didn’t work, it’s worth trying something new. Encourage your
child to explore different techniques, such as mind maps, flashcards, or teaching others.
Mixing up methods can make revision more engaging and effective.
4. Seek Advice and Support
Teachers are an invaluable resource. Encourage your child to ask their teacher for tailored
advice, extra exercises, or practice questions. They can also reach out to friends who
excelled in certain areas for peer support.
5. Test Yourself
Practicing under exam conditions is a great way to track progress. Your child could attempt
their mock exam again or use past papers to test their knowledge and identify any remaining
gaps. Over time, they should notice improvements and gain confidence.

Finally, remind your child that exam results are not the only measure of success. There are
many paths to achieving their goals, even if the results aren’t what they hoped for.
For additional tips and revision techniques, sign up for regular updates to support your child
in reaching their full potential.

Let’s work together to help the students achieve their best!
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We are excited to announce the upcoming launch of the  Heron Hall
Academy Online Preloved Uniform Shop, an 
initiative aimed at providing a convenient and 
sustainable solution for uniform needs within 
our school community. 

The launch of the Online Preloved Uniform Shop aligns with our
commitment to fostering a culture of sustainability and resourcefulness at
Heron Hall Academy. It also reflects our dedication to supporting families
by providing practical solutions to everyday needs. In the meantime, you
can purchase uniform by emailing the office at:
heron@northstartrust.org.uk.  

Fortnightly

We’d like to remind families that the Heron Hall’s 
Food Bank is available for those in need. With expanded 
storage facilities, we are now able to offer more dried 
food goods to help support even more families. 

The food bank is centrally organised and operated from the main school
office. We understand that these may be challenging times for some, and
we want to assure you that help is available. If you feel you could benefit
from the Heron Hall’s Food Bank, please don’t hesitate to contact the
school office for assistance.

HERON HALL’S  FOOD BANK

HHA PTA ONLINE PRELOVED UNIFORM SHOP....COMING SOON
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Homework plays a vital role in the academic 
development of our students. It reinforces what 
they’ve learned in the classroom, helps build 
independent learning skills, and prepares them for 
upcoming lessons. 

At Heron Hall Academy, we recognise the value of 
consistent practise and revision, and that’s why 
all homework is assigned through Satchel One, our homework online platform. 
By using Satchel One, both you and your child/children can easily access homework tasks,
track deadlines, and stay organised. We encourage you to check in regularly to ensure your
child is keeping up with their assignments.

Homework Expectation for each subject

Fortnightly

  HOMEWORK CLUB

04.10.2024
04.10.2024

Homework Club
We understand that completing homework can sometimes be challenging for students, which
is why we are pleased to offer additional support through our Homework Club. We will be
running the club three times a week in the school library form 3:30pm to 4:30pm.

This is a great opportunity for students to receive help with their homework in a quiet, focused
environment. Staff will be on hand to assist with any questions, ensuring that students stay on
track and complete their assignments on time.

Supportive     tolerant    resilient
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At Heron Hall Academy, we take great pride in our comprehensive 
Extra-Curricular programme, designed to enrich and enhance 
our  pupils' school experience. These activities provide an 
excellent opportunity for students to explore interests beyond
their academic subjects, ranging from  coding, sports, and 
robotics to baking.
By engaging in these diverse clubs, students not only build new skills but also foster
creativity, teamwork, and leadership. Our aim is to produce well-rounded, visionary
members of society who are equipped to succeed both inside and outside the
classroom.
We encourage all students to take advantage of these clubs to broaden their horizons
and make the most of their school journey. The schedule of the extra-curricula clubs is
below:

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS AT HERON HALL ACADEMY: ENRICHING
STUDENT EXPERIENCE

04.10.2024
04.10.2024integrity    Visionary    excellence
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We encourage all students to take advantage of these clubs to  broaden their horizons and
make the most of their school journey.  You can sign your child up for a club via Arbor.

Extra-Curricular Clubs at Heron Hall Academy: Enriching
Student Experience cont.

04.10.2024
04.10.2024Supportive     tolerant    resilient
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Anxiety disorders in children
It’s normal for children to feel worried or anxious from time 
to  time, like when they’re starting school or nursery, or 
moving to  a new area.
Anxiety is a feeling of unease, like worry or fear. It’s an 
understandable reaction in children to change or a stressful 
event. But for some children, anxiety affects their behaviour 
and thoughts on a daily basis. This can interfere with their school, home and social
life. If your child is anxious for a period of time and it’s impacting on day to day life
you may need to speak to a healthcare professional to help support your child. For
example, if they feel they cannot go to school or see their friends anymore.
So how do you know when your child’s anxiety has reached this stage?

What are the signs of anxiety in children?
Anxiety can make a child feel scared, panicky, embarrassed or ashamed.
Some of the signs to look out for in your child are:

finding it hard to concentrate
not sleeping, or waking in the night
not eating properly
quickly getting angry or irritable, and being out of control during outbursts
constantly worrying or having negative thoughts
feeling tense and fidgety, or using the toilet often
always crying
being clingy all the time (when other children are ok)
complaining of tummy aches and feeling unwell
being withdrawn and not wanting to do things they used to enjoy

Your child may not be old enough to recognise why they’re feeling this way.
The reason for the anxiety (if there is one) will differ depending on the age of the
child.  Separation anxiety is common in younger children. Older children and
teenagers tend to worry more about school performance, relationships or health. 

Next edition: Types of anxiety

Fortnightly
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING
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Entertainment

Supportive     tolerant    resilient

18.11.2024Edition 18

https://www.enfield.gov.uk/services/your-council/enfield-news/enfield-news-winter-2024?utm_campaign=NFC15022024&utm_content=Download%20Enfield%20News%20online&utm_term=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NFC15022024


Fortnightly

FINANCIAL HELP
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Together we can succeed

20.09.2024
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