Year 9 Options
Evening

Thursday 30 January, 2025

Together we Succeed

WELCOME YEAR 9 STUDENTS AND FAMILIES!
PLEASE TAKE A SEAT AND TURN YOUR PHONES TO SILENT.
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Many of today's
in demand jobs

did not exist 10
years ago




¢ A changing
world

** New
technologies,
eg Al

*** Influencers

¢ Sustainability

¢ Security

10 JOB TITLES -

THAT DIDN'T EXIST 10 YEARS AGO

|0S DEVELOPER

SOCIAL MEDIA

YOUTUBE CONTENT
MANAGER CREATORS

UBER DRIVER

DRIVERLESS CAR O

ENGINEER s MANAGER

CLOUD COMPUTING
SPECIALIST

LARRY KIM | MOBILEMONKEY.COM

e BIG DATA ANALYST |
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We are currently
preparing students

for jobs that

don’t yet exist...
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PM plans to 'unleash Al' across UK HeronHg

to boost growth

How the Al plan could affect you

Among the government's proposals are:

« Al will be used by the public sector to enable its workers to spend less time
doing admin and more time delivering services.

« Several "Al Growth Zones" around the UK will be created, involving big
building projects and new jobs.

« Al will be fed through cameras around the country to inspect roads and
spot potholes that need fixing

« Teachers and small business owners were highlighted as two groups that
could start using Al for things like faster planning and record-keeping.

« Alis already being used in UK hospitals for important tasks such as
diagnosing cancer more quickly and it will continue to be used to support
the NHS.
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The government said Al will boost public sector productivity, while also helping teachers and small business owners




Life beyond Heron Hall

Remain in education or
training until they are

18. The days of a lifelong career
As adults your children with one company or

will probably change within one industry have
career 2-3 times during gone.

their adult lives and
have 10-14 jobs by the
age of 38.




How are we preparing your children
for this uncertain future?




All students at Heron Hall Academy

are entitled to a curriculum that is:

v'Broad and Balanced
v'Relevant
v'Challenging

v Enjoyable
v'Personalised




All students will study the core

subjects:

v English (Language & Literature)
v'Maths

v'Science (Triple or Combined)
v'PE (Non-assessed)

v'RE GCSE

v'PSHE (Non assessed)




The number of subjects your child

will study...

1x English Language GCSE
1x English Literature GCSE

1x Mathematics GCSE (some may also do
Further Maths & Statistics)

2 x Science GCSEs OR 3 x Science GCSEs
1x RE GCSE
3x Option subjects




Important points:

Computer Science - suited to Maths sets 1&2
'Natural aptitude’ in Sports Studies and Music

Balance between exam and coursework
components

Combined or Triple Science is decided by your
Science teachers

We also enter students for Community Languages

ESOL for students identified by the EAL
department




For example:

Computer Science requires them to be able to
think logically, solve problems and have a
keen attention to detail. Maths is important.

BTEC Sports Studies looks at different sectors
within the sports industry, whilst also
encompassing some core sport/physical
education themes.




Meeting individual needs

Triple Sciences and Further Maths & Statistics for
some.

A bespoke programme with some ‘guided choice’
for some students for whom a full programme of
GCSE courses might not be appropriate. You will
still study 8 GCSEs or equivalent.

We will always meet and discuss any bespoke
provision with students and parents.




BTECs and TECHNICAL AWARDS

Tieich fAvrard Lewved 152 (202F)

Healt_h and Social Care

eacher Pack

Mainly coursework but
some have an exam
element. Have a
vocational focus and
tailored to industries
and careers — Sport,
Technology, Health
Care.

sz These are worth the

same as a GCSE.
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Level 2 qualifications - GCSEs

~ Mainly examined,
o3 Eh—i ‘_ written subjects
ﬂ\ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂ ‘“‘a though some have
HL-‘nuﬂ\‘:’ coursework.
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GCSE Old and New Grades
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New Vocational

Old Grades New Grades
Grades

9 LEVEL 2

Distinction * 8.5

l\*

Previous system A*-G
New 9-1

LEVEL 2
Distinction 7.0

A

LEVEL 2
Merit 5.5

w

STRONG
PASS

LEVEL 2
Pass 4.0

S 00 N

O

STANDARD
PASS

Strong pass Grade 5
(Level 2 Merit)

LEVEL1
Distinction 3.0

LEVEL 1
Merit 2.0

LEVEL 1
Pass 1.25 0r 1.75

Standard pass Grade 4
(Level 2 Pass)
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Performance measures

Before...

5 or more A* to C including English and Maths
is not the main measure of attainment

Now...

Grade 4 (‘standard pass’) and 5 (‘strong pass’)
in English and Maths

You should be aiming for 8 strong passes.




Grade 4 and 5 in English and Maths

*Grades 4/5 in English and Maths remain a
key standard

*|t will continue to be a key minimum
requirement for many courses,
apprenticeships & jobs

*Grade 5 is alighed with the average
performance from high flying countries in
international league tables




The Options process: support &
advice

Students need to keep their
choices open

It is possible to take most A-levels in
subjects if they have not studied
them at GCSE level.




Who can your child ask for help?

Form tutors

Subject | Careers
teachers | guidance




CHOICE




What should influence choice?

Talent

Enjoyment

Teacher advice

Career plans

Balance of subjects
Recommendation from subjects




A CAUTION

My friends
| like the teacher
It’s easy



https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/choosing-gcse-options-19-questions-ask/

What’s next?

One-to-one interviews for some

Some have been receiving careers
interview

Careers activities during form time
Subject talks in lessons/assemblies

Submit the online Options form by
6th February.




Ljé rOn)H(aﬂ

ACADEMY

Advice on completing the form

Block X subjects |Block Y subjects |Block Z subjects

Preference 1 Preference 1 Preference 1

Preference 2 Preference 2 Preference 2

They are preferences only at this stage.

Final choices depend on student numbers and
staffing.

We will write to you in the Spring to confirm.
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How to access the form?

Heror gl
ACADEMY a Search Q o o Q 0 o

Year 9 options | Heron Hall Academy

Year 9 GCSE options meeting - Thursday, 30 January, 5-7pm (5.30pm presentation)
Year 9 marks a pivotal stage in a student's academic journey.

It's the time when they start making crucial decisions regarding the subjects they will pursue for their GCSEs.
Please see our letter to parents about the evening here.

We look forward to welcoming you

Please try to attend the very important presentation at 5.30pm.



https://www.heronhallacademy.org.uk/Year-9-options
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How to access the form?

STEP 1: Use your school email and password to login to your google classroom

-
MNORTH STAR

Sign in

lsomeone@ northstartrust.org.uk

Can't access your account?

Next

@Q Sign-in options

= K Classroom

@
= Year 9 Options « £ Year 9-2024 : 9 1-2024
STEP 2: Click on the Year 9 D e e ' i
e P

Options classroom

\ 4
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How to access the form?

STEP 3: Once you are in inside the classroom, click on the 'Classwork' tab and open
the 'Year 9 options 2025-27' form

EY Classroom > Year 9 Options
o ey
| @] exromirerm
Block Z - 2nd choice *
Please select your 2nd Choice subject for Block Z. This must be different to your 15t
STEP 4: Complete the form by choice.
choosing your 3 options — 1st and
2nd preference, and then submit History v
‘ m | Clear form




The Subjects

* Ask...

JdWhat will | study?

JWhat are the assessments?
_JHow do you make the course rich?
JWhere could it take me?

Do you think | will be good on the
course?




What have we already done?

v'Course booklet online

v'Assembly on subjects they don't study
currently

v'Careers support and guidance — 1-to-1
interview, trips and form time

v'Some subjects have started delivering
course information




What can you do as a Parent?

Look through the options booklet
together.

Discuss their current grades and what they
enjoy.

Encourage students to think ahead to Sixth
Form or College and look at the options
they will need.




What can you do as a parent?

Have conversations with them about
the type of jobs they might want to do
when they are older.

Ensure the Options online form
is correctly completed &
submitted by 6th February.




Thank you

You are free to see the subjects!

 Core subjects are in the Megalab:
English, Maths, Science and RE.

* Option subjects are in the canteen.

Submit your Options form by 6th
February.
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